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Ohio Stores Report Annual Sales for 1935 and 1936 


an increase of 25.1 per cent in dollar volume for 1936 
as compared with 1935. 

This report covers the larger independent stores in 20 
kinds of business, and is based on annual volume figures 
supplied by stores participating in the Bureau of Business 
Research-U. S. Department of Commerce monthly report- 
ing program. The 903 reporting stores represented an ag- 
gregate volume of $131,187,000 in 1936, and $104,884,000 
in 1935. 

Increases in total annual sales volume in 1936 occurred 
without exception in every line of trade represented in the 
Ohio reports. However, the fact of universality of increase 
does not stand when the record of the individual store is 
analyzed. Ninety-seven, or 10.7 per cent of this group of 
stores either suffered decreases from 1935 or showed a gain 
or loss of less than 1 per cent. The fact that one-tenth of 
the stores did not participate in the business advances of 
1936 emphasizes the intensely competitive character of 
modern retailing, and points to the necessity of unceasing, 


Rice ine sales of 903 independent stores in Ohio showed 


unrelaxing effort on the part of retail management, even 
in the “easier” periods of greater sales opportunities, 
mounting confidence, etc. . 

As is apparent from the following chart, increases in 
1936 dollar sales were greatest in stores carrying consumer 
goods of the “specialty” type—i.e., building materials, 
‘automobiles, furniture, jewelry, etc..— what might be 
termed, in general, “durable consumer goods.” Consumer 
buying of these relatively high-cost goods (really “invest- 
ment” items)—buying which has been “inhibited” through 
long years of depression—again is becoming an important 
factor in the retail markets. 

Stores carrying chiefly “shopping goods” (apparel and 
the like) ranked next in gains; while stores carrying “con- 
venience goods” lines (staple items frequently bought, such 
as groceries, drugs, etc.) showed, in general, the smallest 
sales increases. 

Detailed figures on Ohio retail sales by lines of trade, 
for the years 1936 and 1935 are shown in the table on 
page 4. 


TOTAL ANNUAL SALES OF INDEPENDENT RETAIL STORES IN OHIO 
1936 Compared with 1935 


KIND OF BUSINESS 


Lumber and Building Materials 


Total Furniture and Household Appliances. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS IN OHIO* 


SUMMARY OF BUSINESS STATISTICS FOR OHIO 


January, 1937 January, 1937 
INDEX a CHANGES 
1926 = 100 CHANGE Payrolls: 
Jon, Jan, | Same Item Dec.” | | ‘Isat | Ave. 
Industrial Group Jan.,> | Dec. | 1987 1987 1987 from | from | Jan. 
1987 | 1986 | from | from from Jan., | from 
% % = Index of Gross Cash Agricultural Income.* 1924-28 Average—100 
ALL INDUSTRIES (7666)..... 99 106|— 6 |+ 9 — 8 %o %o % 
Chemicals (121) ........... 108 108 0 8 — 65 Meat Animals............... 98 98 Ooi+ 7 0 
Food Products (228)....... 102 108;|— 5 2 — 4 Products. 93 12 |+ 48 |— 2 
Bakery (71) 146 151;— 38 9 110 91|-+ 21 |+ 55 |+ 12 
Miscellaneous (157)....... 86 91j— 6 |— 2 — 6 Poultry eee 51 104;— 51 |— 11 |— 4 
Lumber Products (108) 83 84 + 23 7 ~ &*Potatoes......... 98 + 46 | +390 | + 20 
Furniture (38) .......... 94 92;+ 2 25 |. éj§§§ 0 0 0 
Miscellaneous (70) ....... 12 7 17 
Machinery (175) ........... 121 1244;|— 2 16 — 6 Other Ohio Business Indicators. 1926 Average — 100 
Elec. Mach., App. and Sup- 
166 174|— 5 18 — 8 Bank Debits Index?............. 87 98|— 12 21 |+ 6 
122 120|+ 2 29 — 8 Retail Sales (761)®............. — 84.7 20.6 
aterial Handling an f Ni Sale . 
geomet Mach (10)...;..] 91] 87)+ 4 6 | +32 — 
pec. rurpose ani 
Appliances (4) ........ 99 97/+ 2 1 ae | Passenger Cars.............+- 17,471 | 28,588 | — 26 80 ag 
Metal Products (618)..... 109 108 15 2,207 | 2,322;— 5 ll 
Foundry Prod. and Drop Index of : : : 
120; 118)}+ 2 |+25 | — 2 Value of Construction Con- 
pes, Pumps, Valves, an racts 
Sup. 8 |+ a2 | + 1 use| to” 
Hardware (48) ........ 104| 101/4+ 8 18 1 Commercial Failures :' 
Sheet Metal Works (62) 112 11g8;— 5 10 ll 30 30 6* 
Steel Works and Rolling Liabilities (000$)............ 302 481|— 37 |+ 2 _- 
118 1146/;+ 14 — 8 
Stoves and Furnaces (33)./ 120) 152/— 21 |— 15 | — 84 “Preliminary. Revised. ‘Computed by the Department of Rural Eco- 
Miscellaneous (109).......| 189) 185/+ 38 27 o nomics, The Ohio State University. ‘Average daily value. Basic data 
Paper and Printing (2569)...| 119) 121)— 1 soot | Masai from the Federal Reserve Board. *The number of reports from individ- 
iscellaneous (45)........ 115| 121)— 6 i 2 now reporting. *Average daily value. Basic data from F. W. Dodge 
Rubber Products (42)...... 85 85 val Corporation. "Basic data from Federal Power 
Tires and Tubes (11)... 81 cate ee Bah daily value. Basic data from Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. *Change in num- 
Miscellaneous (31) .. 130 180 4 ber of failures. 
108|— 14 |+ 1 24 
Brick and Tile (74)....... 37 41|— 10 | + 19 an NEW AUTOMOBILE BILL-OF-SALE REGISTRATIONS 
244|- 812) — 22 |—16 | — 41 
ch and Semi-vitreo 8-Major Ohio Counties* U.S.» 
China and Pottery (i). 72 8 11 
Miscellaneous (12).... 56; — 11 31 | —17 Change Percentage of 
ED h00c0ccccces 107 107 @ + 2 — 4 i Total Per 
en’s Clothing (65)...... 184)/+ 1\/+ 4/— 9 Make of Car Cent 
Miscelianeous (77)... 32; |—10| + 4 Jan., | Dec., | | Jan.® | of 
Vehicles (64) .........-.... 17 99; — 22 |— 15 — 27 1987 1936 1987 1937 Jan. Dec. Total 
81 108| — 26 |— 22 — 81 1987 1936 
ars, Electric an 
Railway (8) ........-.. +17 | + + 15 1986 | 1936 
Miscellaneous (9)......... 91 81) + 12 |+ 91 + 10 
moons Manufactur- Num |Num-| % % % %o 
112)/— 1 8 ber 
(4600) .. 98|— 14 9 = 2,368; 2,735|— 13 | + 33 23 19 19 
Service (250) ............ 101; 1 7 0 Plymouth. ..... +766 | 2,127|— 17 | + 50 17 15 14 
Trade (Retail and Whole | | =|  Ghevroiet...... 1,611 | 2,708|— 41 |— 81 16 19 25 
sale) (3742) .........+- 106 184|— 21 |+ 8 —14 °&«xDodge......... 928| 1,097; — 15 | + 55 9 8 7 
Transportation and Public Pontiac........ 793 1,142|— 31 | +106 8 8 6 
Utilities (608) ......... 81 81 0 t 9 — 2 Olds: oe 507 —40 + 5 5 6 6 
5 rysier....... 
*Based on reports from individual cooperators, y the HO. ee 288 406 | — 29 | +118 3 3 2 
United States Bureau of Labor Statistics and compiled by the Ohio State Packard........ 259 437|— 41 | +106 2 3 2 
University Bureau of Business Research. The total number of employees Terraplane. . 254 380; — 838 | + 16 2 8 2 
indicated in this tabulation was 489,658 in January. > nary. °Re- Willys Six 228 128|+ 78 | +414 2 bed ® 
vised. “) Less than 1%. 152 218|— 30 | + 54 1 2 2 
93 145 |— 36 | + 938 1 
BULLETIN OF BUSINESS RESEARCH @ 
Published Monthly at the University 126 68 29 at 
Copyright, 1926, by The Ohio State University 
Entered as second class matter March 8, 1926, at the Post 
Office at Columbus, Ohio, under the —_ ~ — 24, 1912. Ac- 
ceptence for mailing at the special ra f postage provided for 
in section iif8, Act of October 8, 3, i917. March 3, 1926. 10,375 | 14,207 | 27 | + 27 100.0; 100.0} 100.0 
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Footnotes to table on page 3 


®Preliminary. Revised. *Based on reports from individual coopera- 
tors to the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics. *Figures in paren- 
theses indicate the number of cooperating firms. *New car bills-of-sale 
filed from, Clerks of Courts. ‘Based on data from the Federal Reserve 
Board. *Commercial failures reported by Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. ®In- 
(Continued in Column 2) 


Based on data provided for Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Lucas, 

Mahoning, Montgomery, Stark, and Summit counties by Clerks of Courts, 

the Cleveland Automotive Trades Association and Toledo Automotive 
es Association. 

> Based on reports by R. L. Polk and Company covering 48 states and 
District of Columbia. 


Footnotes to table on page 3 (continued) 

dustrial power consumption data provided by local power companies. 
{Building occupancy is indicated by the number of gas meters in use. 
Basic data provided by local gas companies. ‘Construction contracts 
awarded as reported by F. W. Dodge Corporation. ‘Retail sales based on 
reports from individual cooperators to the Bureau of Business 

in cooperation with the United States Department of Commerce. ™Tem- 
porarily discontinued for a *Change in number of failures. 
‘) Less than 1% change. ‘More than 1000% change. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN THE CHIEF OHIO CITIES 


(In all Indexes, 1926 = 100) 
CHANGES CHANGES 
Jan. Jan., | 5-Year Jan. Jan., | 5-Year 
Jan.*| Dec.» Jan.* | Dec.» 
Item 1987 1987 Avg. Item 1987 1987 Avg. 
1987 | 1986 from from Jan. 1987 | 1986 from from | Jan. 
Dec., Jan., | from Dec., Jan., | from 
1986 1986 Dec. 1936 1986 Dec. 
AKRON COLUMBUS 

Employment Indexes :* Io % % Employment Indexes :¢ % % % 
All Industries (405)¢......... m m — 65 All Industries (410)4..... 91 4 13 om 
Manufacturing (73)......... m m Manufacturing we 96 94 2 18 
Non-Manufacturing (245) . 61 78|— 22 |+ 5 Non-Manufacturing (298). 80 92 | — 18 7 
Construction (87)........... 55 8 | + 80 Payrolls i 

Payrolls All Industries. ............ ee — i— 4 
Non-Manufacturing......... — |—18 Retail Sales* (46) ...........+. — | —865.6 | + 28.9 
8 Number of Now Car Bills of Sale 

il Sales* (83)............. — | —380.9| + 864 Filed :* 
Number of New Car Bills of Sale Passenger Cars....... ++ | 1,066 | 1,642 | — 81 51 |— 19 
led :* 1383 142|— 6 17 
Passenger Cars.............. 1,068 | 1,386 | — 24 47 |— 4 Bank Debits Index*t............ 125 141 | — 12 28 i+ 2 
cc 107 128 | — 16 15 Failures :* 

Bank Debits Index'............ 74 4 19 | + 6 e 3 3 t 1* 

Commercial Failures :* Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) . 2) 805 | — 97 297 on 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) ..... Value of Construction Contrasts 

Indus. Power Consump. Index" 72 711\'+ #1 + 4 _ Awarded Index!......... esee 38 15 | +149 + 32 + 38 

jue 0} nstruction Contracts . DAYTO 
Awarded Index!............. 18 24;— 28 |— 62 |— 8 
Employment Indexes :* 
CANTON All Industries (441)4......... 146 2 21 = 
Manufacturing (114)........ 149 148 19 _— 

Employment Indexes* Non-Manufacturing 121 134 | — 10 8 = 
All Industries (214)4......... 87 7 8 Construction (129).......... 10 14 69 
Manufacturing (75)......... 91 6 8 :¢ 
Non-Manufacturing (139)... 72 4 All Industries. .... 7 

Payrolls Manufacturing... — |— 6 
All Industries............... — |— 10 Non-Manufacturing —i— 4 
Manufacturing.............. — |—10 Construction — |— 2 = 
Non-Manufacturing......... —i— 9 * (28) — | —39.9) + 12.0 

Retail Sales* (26)............. — — | —48.1 | + 32.7 — Number of New Car Bills of Sale 

Number of New Car Bills of Sale led :* 

Filed :* Passenger Cars.............. 840 | 1,852) — 38 |+ 18 | + 6 
Passenger Cars.............. 632 897 | — 30 26 81 104|— 22 | — 15 
100 118 — 15 12 Bank Debits Indext............ 84 8 | + 6 
Bank Debits Indext............ 88 87|— 56 |+18 |+ 38 Commercial Failures : 
0 2|;— 2*|— 2 Liabilities (Thous. DoL) . 37 2 — 1 = 
(Thous. Dol.) ..... 0 8|—100 | —100 Indus. Power Consump. Index® | 280 220; + 4 | + 26 

Building Occupancy Index!..... Value of Construction Contracts 

Value of Construction Contracts Awarded Index)............. 10 27|— 68 |— 61 | — 49 
Awarded Index!............. 8 8i+ 7 |— 44 | +888 

TOLEDO 
CINCINNATI 
Employment Indexes :* 

Employment Indexes All Industries 114 128 | — ll 7 = 
All Industries (1607)¢........ 105 113|— 7 + 6 Manufacturing (109)........ 131 8 1 
Manufacturing (256)........ 117 118 —Mi + 4 _ Non-Manufacturing (294). 82 95 | — 15 18 == 
(1081). 92 106 | — 138 6 P 
Construction 40 10 42 — All Industries — |j— li =~ 

Manufacturing.............. — |—12 = 
All Industries — |—10 Non-Manufacturing......... — |— 10 = 
Manufacturing... . ee 8 Retail Sales* (44).............: — | —42.2 | +261 = 
Non-Manufacturi — Number of New Car Bilis of Sale 
Construction....... — | — 16 — led :* 

Retail Sales* (47)............. — |—48.7|/— 42 Passenger Cars 921 | 1,387 | — 34 |— 

Number of New Car Bills of Sale 127 96 | + 32 38 

Filed :* Bank Debits Index‘. . 64 87 | — 27 261+ 4 
A GRBs csecccsouscce 1,490 | 2,312 | — 36 16 | — 21 Commercial Failures :* 

Bank D Debits Indext............ 96 109 | — 12 13 |+ 2 Liabilities (Thous. Dol.)..... 52 3 @ + 16 = 

Commercial Failures :* Indus. Power Consump. Index® 149 169|— 12 |— 6 _ 
4 1 2¢ Value of Construction Contracts 
Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) ..... 120 106 13 Awarded Index!............. 25 29 | — 15 +323 | — 54 

jue nstruction Contracts GSTOWN 
Awarded Index)............. 186 53 | +248 | +518 | + 40 
Employment Indexes :¢ 
CLEVELAND All Industries (320)4......... 88 89 @ 18 ote 
Manufacturing (52)......... 84 88i+ 1 20 = 

Employment Indexes :¢ | Non-Manufacturing (197)... 81 14 
All Industries (2049)¢........ 101 107;— 5 | +12 Construction (71)....... 67 114 12 
Manufacturing (520)........ 114 114 13 
Construction (548).......... 47 1 85 Manufacturing.............. — |— 8 

‘olis Non-Manufacturing......... —i— 9g == 
All Industries. .............+. — i— 6 Construction. — |— 19 = 
Manufacturing.............. 4 Retail Sales* (24)............. — | —20.0| + 54.9 
Non-Manufacturing......... |— New Car Bills of Sale 

— — — ‘ji 
— | +1938 665 794 | — 16 62 |— 6 
Bank D Debits 78 73 6 4 1 
4,587 | — 18 32 j}— 1 Commercial Failures :* 

333 | + 18 8 0 0 o* o* 

95 | — 12 18 | + 8 Liabilities (Thous. Dol.) ..... 0 0 0 0 = 

Indus. Power Consump. Index® 199 208|— 8 | + 50 oun 

2 Building Occupancy Index'..... = = 

(Thous. ‘Bat 75 146 | — 49 | — 26 Contracts 
uilding Occupancy Index'..... 27 12 135 

Value of Construction Contracts + te +00 
Awarded Index)............. 28 93|— 68 |— 21 | — 20 
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TOTAL ANNUAL SALES OF INDEPENDENT RETAIL 


STORES IN OHIO#, 


1935 AND 1936 


SaLes REPORTED NUMBER OF CHANGES 

Num- FROM 1935 

ber of 
Kinp oF BusINEss Cc 
Re- 1986 | In- | De | Less 
ports | 1936 | 1935 from lcrease|crease Than 
1985 1% 
Num- | Num- | Num- 
(000$)|(000$)| % ber | ber 

Total Grocery....... 121 9,118] 8, + 5.2 89 22 10 

Grocery without 

eS 27 1,784} 1,696) + 5.2 16 8 8 
Combination St 94 7,834) 6,969) + 56.2 713 14 7 

Country General.... 30 1,62 1,474] +10.1 4 0 
Department Stores. . 8 | 2,496| 2,221| +12.4 7 1 0 
Total Apparel....... 98 | 24,553) 21,783) +-12.7 87 7 4 

Men’s and Boys’ 

Clothing ....... 46 | 7,074) 6,068) +-16.7 43 2 1 
Family Clothing... 9 1,215} 1,020) +19. 9 0 0 
Women’s Speciaity 

17 | 11,987| 10,899] +-10.0 13 2 2 

26 4,277| 8,802] +12. 22 3 1 
— 

107 | 42,246) 29,954) +41.0 98 8 1 
Fil.ing “'Stations 39 8,778) 8,074) +22.7 37 2 0 
Total Furniture and 

Household Appli- 

71 | 18,573| 14,5698) +27.2 67 4 0 

Furniture ...... 62 | 17,678} 13,819) +-27.9 60 2 0 

Lumber ‘Building 

Materi 59 8,951} 6,151) +45.5 58 1 0 
Hardware .......... 74 5,609} 4,725) +-18.7 69 4 1 
Restaurants ........ 62 5,300| 4,531| +17.0 56 6 0 
199 5,737) 5,160] +11.2 180 17 2 
Florists 9 4 425) +16.8 9 0 0 
rere 19 | 2,110) 1,784) +21.7 18 1 0 
Miscellaneous 7 888] +-55.6 5 2 0 

908 |131,187|104,834) +25.1 806 79 18 
89.3 8.7 2.0 


® Based on reports from individual cooperators to the Ohio State Uni- 
versity Bureau of Business perating with 
Department of Commerce. 


the United 


States 


SALES OF INDEPENDENT RETAIL STORES IN OHIO'Y—JANUARY, 1937 


Ohio Retail Stores Report Increase 
in Sales from January, 1936 


E dollar volume of retail sales of 761 independent 

| stores in Ohio, aggregating $8,309,000, showed an in- 

crease of 20.6 per cent for January, 1987, as compared 

with January, 1936. When adjustment is made for the 

number of working days (1 extra working day in January, 
1936) the increase was 25.4 per cent. 

Stores selling specialty lines continued to show the 
largest percentage of sales increases over last year. Drug 
stores, however, ranked high in the store types showing 
increases. 

January, 1937, retail sales increased over last year in all 
the chief Ohio cities except Cincinnati, where a decline of 
4.2 per cent from January, 1936 was recorded. The decline 
in Cincinnati is to be attributed to the temporary prostra- 
tion of business resulting from the January flood. The 
exceptionally large increase in Youngstown (+54.9%) 
undoubtedly reflects the high level of activity in the area’s 
underlying industry—the steel industry. 

The usual seasonal decline from December was experi- 
enced by the group of reporting stores. The aggregate 
decline in dollar sales from December, 1936, was 32 per 
cent (adjusted for number of working days). This seasonal 
decline occurred in every kind of retail business for which 
separate tabulations have been made, but was greatest, of 
course, for stores selling jewelry items, in particular, and 
apparel items, in general. 

Detailed figures and comparisons for January, 1937 and 
1936, and December, 1936, are given in the following table. 


Sales Reported Number of Changes in Sales 
From DEcEMBER, 1936 From JANUARY, 1936 
oF BUSINESS of JAN., 1937 FROM - 
Reports | ‘1937 | 1986 | 1986 Lave Less 
Dec., Jan., | Increase | Decrease than Increase | Decrease than 
1936 1936 1% 1% 
000 $ | 000 $ | 000 $ % % Number | Number | Number | Number | Number | Number 
Total Grocery ...........+-2+05 114 738 858 708 | —13.9 + 4.3 21 83 10 713 28 8 
Grocery without Meats........ 22 99 110 92 | —10.2 + 7.9 3 17 2 15 4 8 
Combination Stores .......... 92 639 TAT 616 | —14.5 + 3.7 18 66 8 63 24 5 
Country General ............... 25 103 145 98 | —28.6 + 5.9 1 24 0 wa | 9 2 
7 229 577 208 | —60.8 t 9.9 0 7 0 7 | 0 0 
80 1,136 2,341 1,069 | —51.5 6.3 2 18 0 6s | 15 2 
38 402 890 362 | —54.8 | +11.0 0 38 0 3s | 8 2 
5 18 45 17 | —61.3 + 6.6 0 5 0 2 3 0 
16 603 1,207 580 | —60.1 + 4.0 0 16 0 10 6 0 
21 118 198 110 | —42.7 + 3.0 2 19 0 18 3 0 
85 2,885 2,168 2,168 | —21.1 +30.7 20 65 0 64 20 1 
84 264 801 239 | —12.2 | +108 8 26 0 21 ll 2 
Total and Household 
Appliances ..........+++. oe 61 1,088 1,965 888 | —44.9 +22.0 3 58 0 47 18 1 
icine mtdioweive 57 1, 1,929 869 | —44.8 | +22.6 3 54 0 45 ll 1 
Lumber and Building Materials 
BOE: odce50-0rcctaccheecne 52 563 733 416 | —28.2 +35.4 6 46 0 43 9 0 
62 807 539 233 | 9 +319 1 60 1 53 6 3 
51 435 581 378 —18.0 +16.3 7 48 1 40 10 1 
SESE Re ee 160 441 496 361 | —11.1 +22.1 24 181 5 151 9 0 
DD cadncndccopecendseanceose 8 81 61 28 | —48.4 +14.1 0 8 0 5 3 0 
18 180 561 92 | —76.9 +41.6 0 18 0 18 4 1 
PD: ..0.0:5.0%.0.00000.000008 4 12 18 9 | —365.3 +39.3 1 3 0 3 1 0 
ME Acbbbachbshabedoakendans 761 8,309 | 12,717 6,892 | —34.7 +20.6 94 650 17 602 188 21 
12.4 85.4 2.2 79.1 | 18.1 2.8 
TotaL—Adjusted for the number 
of working days......... —82.0 | +25.4 


partment of 


® Based on reports from individual cooperators to the Ohio State University Bureau of Business Research, cooperating with the United States De- 
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